Legionella pneumophila contamination in a steam towel warmer in a hospital setting.
For prevention of nosocomial legionellosis, environmental investigation to identify possible infectious sources is essential. An environmental study in a ward of our hospital revealed that a steam towel warmer was contaminated with legionella whereas no legionella was detected in tap water supplies and shower heads. Water in the apparatus may be a reservoir of legionella. We abandoned the use of all steam towel warmers in our hospital. Based on this finding, we recommend that steam towel warmers in hospital settings be avoided. Otherwise, the apparatus should be drained, cleaned and dried every day.